Once Saved, Always Saved? (Part III) 



When I started to really comprehend just how much God hates sin, no 
matter who is doing it, I felt called to speak to other Christians. I really 
felt a burden for the backslidden, those out of God's favor that might 
not even realize it. At first I thought this would be easy, but I soon 
found out differently. When you speak to unbelievers there is often an 
certain honesty there, a sense of separation from God and a hunger for 
righteousness. This is just not present with the reprobate Christian, 
their hearts are hardened by self righteousness and pride. I thought we 
had God's word and a desire to please Him above all else in common, 
but I was wrong. 

When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They that are 
whole have no need of the physician, but they that are 
sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 
Mark 2:17 (KJV)© 

Christ here is addressing a question of the Pharisees as to why He was sitting with sinners. I suppose they 
thought He should be sitting with them Now those of us who know our Bibles realize Christ's very dim view of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees. So was He calling them righteous? I think not. 

As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 
Romans 3:10 (KJV) O 

The Bible makes it clear that all are sinners, every last one of us. Those of us that are believers are still sinners, 
but saved by grace. So what was Christ saying? That He came for the people who realize that they are sinners 
and need God's help! If we are self righteous like the Pharisees we have little need for His services. Some seem 
to think that once they have become believers and their sins forgiven they have no further need for forgiveness. 
They treat their salvation like eternity assurance. The end result is inevitably self righteousness and a light regard 
for sin. 

God's standards are so much higher than we realize. Of course we know that God hates sin and cannot accept 
any sinful person into Heaven, that is why Jesus paid that terrible price for our sins. But now that the price has 
been paid in full we have absolutely no excuse, especially if we call ourselves Christians. Some think that God 
will wink at the sins of Christians. But God does not lower His standards for His people. 

For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is 
an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no man 
deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon 
the children of disobedience. 
Ephesians 5:5-6 (KJV) © 

We must never forget that God sees every thought of our hearts. The Bridegroom will not take a bride that is 
marrying Him for riches or rewards. No gold diggers allowed. The love of truth and the Spirit of truth must be 




the desire of our hearts. 

That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or 
any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 
Ephesians 5:27 (KJV) © 

Some of us may think it is impossible to keep their robes without spot or wrinkle. You may have one or many 
besetting sins that you are struggling with. God is not a liar, He would not require us to do something that is 
impossible. Yes, we may sin on occasion, but the only thing that matters is what we do about it. 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

Uohnl:9(KJV)© 

John uses the word 'we' here, clearly addressing Christians. We Christians must confess our sins as often as we 
commit them and we must also sincerely want to and try our very best to stop sinning. We must change our 
attitude about sin. We need to start hating sin just as much as God does. 



GO TO PART IV 



